The ethnomedicinal survey was carried out on the registered Ayurvedic or Unani doctors, kavirajes and street canvassers accessible at the above mentioned areas under eight different field trips during the year 2012-2013. Data for this study were collected by the researchers themselves using semi-structured questionnaire following the suggested methodology of Martin (2008) . Semi structured questionnaire was preferred as it offered both qualitative and quantitative information. Among the three categories of traditional medicine practitioners of the studied area five registered doctors, six kavirajes and six street canvassers were interviewed. Samples of T. cordifolia (guloncho) as pointed out by the traditional practitioner were collected in different pouches and finally the plant specimens were identified and authenticated by the Bangladesh National Herbarium (DACB), Mirpur, Dhaka, Bangladesh. The voucher specimen (accession no-DACB-39195) has been deposited in DACB for further reference.
The collected information on ethnomedicinal use of T. cordifolia at different sites of Savar area have been presented in Table 1 . In the present investigation, T. cordifolia was mainly found to be used in burning sensation and in the treatment of cough, eczema, fever, various skin diseases, leprosy, dysentery, leucorrhoea and pain in ear in the studied area. One Kaviraj (Abdul Mannan) who has been practicing for 20 years reported the use of root and stem of this plant as an antidote to snake and scorpion bite but he did not reveal the way of application.
From the present survey, it was found that stem of T. cordifolia was the commonly used part by the three categories of practitioners. From the interview of 17 informants under these practitioners, stem showed the highest percentage of use (47.06%) followed by root (17.64%), leaves (11.76%), combination of root and stem (11.76%), fruits (5.88%) and whole plant (5.88%). Some other plants of different families, frequently used along with T. cordifolia and their formulation used by the practitioners to cure various ailments of human diseases (skin disease, fever, cancer, leprosy, ear pain, snake bite, dysentery, diarrhoea, leucorrhoea, burning sensation, asthma and cough) were also recorded (Table  2 ).
In the present investigation, registered Ayurvedic doctors in the studied area were found to use stem, leaf, whole plant and the combination of root and stem to treat various ailments while street canvassers used only stem and root for therapeutic purpose (Table  2) . On the contrary, kavirajes were found to use different parts of the plant except stem. Scientific studies of Kumar et al. (2000) and Singh et al. (2003) also validated the use of T. cordifolia in traditional medicine. It can be concluded that ethnomedicinal use of T. cordifolia in Savar Upazila cannot be neglected rather importance should be given to the extensive scientific studies towards discovery of newer formulation to treat diseases.
